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March, 2010 

 NPSIG Lawsuit:  

     As you may know, PREMA is part 

of a lawsuit brought against our whole-

sale power supplier, Tri-State Genera-

tion and Transmission, headquartered 

in Denver, Colorado.  PREMA has 

joined forces with four neighboring ru-

ral electric distribution utilities calling 

itself  Nebraska Power 

Supply Issues Group 

(NPSIG). 

     After several years 

of talks with Tri-State 

regarding rates the 

NPSIG filed a lawsuit 

against Tri-State board 

and chairperson Harold 

ñHubò  Thompson, con-

tending that Tri-Stateôs 

rates are not cost-

based and are discrimi-

natory.  As of January 15th, 2010, Tri-

State has filed its initial response to the 

NPSIG complaint. 

     PREMAôs cost of wholesale power 

is generally about 60% of PREMAôs 

total expenses, so a significant savings 

in wholesale cost of power would 

greatly reduce the retail rates for 

PREMA members. 

PREMAôs Rates and the Compe-

tition:  

     From time-to-time PREMAôs rates, 

especially irrigation, get compared to 

the rates of the City of Alliance.  We at 

PREMA are very aware that the Cityôs 

irrigation rates are much lower than 

those of PREMA.  I cannot fully explain 

the differences, but I do know that the 

Cityôs wholesale cost of power is sig-

nificantly lower than that of PREMA, 

which is being addressed as men-

tioned above. 

     Two other very big negative drivers 

of any utilityôs costs are a low density 

(number of meters per mile) and low 

load factor. 

* PREMAôs density, at 1.36 meters 

per mile of line, is the second low-

est within the Tri-State group, sec-

ond lowest in the state of Nebraska 

and is in the lowest 3% 

of rural electrics in the 

United States. 

* PREMAôs load fac-

tor, at about 29%, is the 

second lowest in Ne-

braska and is one of the 

lowest in the nation.  A 

typical municipal electric 

systemôs (i.e. City of 

Alliance) load factors 

are easily 100% better 

than that of PREMAôs. 

     When  one compares PREMAôs 

irrigation rate with similar rural electric 

providers you find that PREMA is very 

competitive in Nebraska and just 

slightly above the average in the 

United States.  When you look at 

PREMA compared to the other rate 

classes of the City of Alliance you do 

not have the great disparity that you 

have with irrigation rates. 

     All the employees and board are 

working hard to make wise decisions 

regarding how the memberôs money is 

used.  We implement operating proce-

dures and install equipment with the 

intent of getting the best ñbang for the 

buck.ò 

     As always, do not hesitate to con-

tact me with questions or comments 

regarding this or any other issue.  We 

appreciate the opportunity to serve you 

the member/owners of PREMA.  



 

BE INFORMED 

¶ Tour the Gerald Gentleman Power Station near North Platte and the Kingsley 

Hydro-Electric Power Plant  near Ogallala 

¶ Learn About Public Power In Nebraska 

¶ Debate Proposed Issues 

 

BE AT YOUTH CAMP  

¶ Join the Fun!  Canoe the Loup River ðDance a Night Away ðPerform in the Camp Talent 

Show ! 

¶ Five Teens Will be Chosen to Attend the Camp at Halsey, All-Expenses Paid by PREMA 

¶ To Qualify You Must Live in a Home Served by PREMA and be in the 9th, 10th or 11th Grade 

¶ Call PREMA for Details.  308-762-1311, or 1-800-585-4837 

WIN A TRIP TO WASHINGTON D.C.  

 Three campers will have the honor of being selected by their peers to 

serve as Nebraskaôs Ambassadors to the National Rural Electric Cooperative 

Associationôs Rural Electric Youth Tour held each June in Washington, D.C.  

The top female and male vote-getters and the third highest vote-getter will rep-

resent the NREA.   

To enter, complete this RSVP form and mail it to PREMA at P.O. Box 677, Alliance, NE 69301-0677, by May 

1st, 2010.  If you need more information contact Pat at PREMA, 308-762-1311. 

Name _____________________________________________________ 

Address  __________________________________________________  

Phone Number  (____)_____________   Age ______  Grade ________  

Name of Parents or Guardian _________________________________  



     LOAD MANAGEMENT  

Load Management is in place for the 2010 irrigation 

season.  We have begun the process of checking all 

switches that are signed up for the 2010 Load Man-

agement season. If you are the owner or operator of 

an irrigation service on which a load control switch is 

installed, keep in mind that you are responsible for 

making sure no one tampers with the load control 

switch.  Please notify the office if a switch is damaged 

or has missing parts.   

SCADA 

     PREMA now has the Hyannis Substation operable 

by SCADA.  Although this substation is close to the 

Hyannis warehouse, this will allow PREMA to be more 

efficient when outages occur on this substation.  Em-

ployees are now able to monitor and operate devices 

in the Hyannis substation on any computer with inter-

net access.  Consumers need to be advised not to ap-

proach downed power lines.  Report any down lines to  

PREMA immediately! 

 

 

HYANNIS HIGH SCHOOL 

HYANNIS, NEBRASKA  

MAIL-IN ELECTION RESULTS FROM DISTRICTS  

ONE AND TWO 

DISTRICT #1:  HARRY MERRIHEW 

DISTRICT #2:  BRYAN MONAHAN 

     Please add PREMAôs Annual Meeting date to your April calendar of events.  This yearôs meeting 

is tentatively set for April 29th, 2010, at the Hyannis High School.  Registration and serving of the 

meal takes place from 5:30 to 6:30 P.M. with the business meeting following.  Attendance gifts and 

door prizes will be given away. 

2010 IRRIGATION SCHEDULE 

 Dates Read    Color of Seal  

 March 29, 30, 31   Orange  

 April 30, May 1, 2   Purple  

 May 30, 31, June 1   Gray 

 June 30, July 1, 2   Red 

 July 31, Aug. 1, 2   Blue  

 Aug 29, 30, 31   White  

 Oct 1, 2, 3   Yellow  

 Nov. 1, 2. 3   Brown  

  PREMA NOW HAS E-BILL 

AVAILABLE.  GO TO 

WWW.PREMA.COOP AND 

SIGN UP! 




