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 EPA regulations pose biggest challenge to keep  

LINCOLN — Federal regulations aimed 

at cutting greenhouse gases pose the 

biggest challenge to keeping electricity 

affordable in Nebraska, according to a 

report released Monday. 

The report, “Public Power: Is It Still 

Affordable?,” analyzed the state’s pub-

lic power industry to determine its 

costs and benefits to taxpayers, con-

sumers and businesses in the state. 

Ernie Goss, a Creighton University eco-

nomics professor, did the research for 

the Platte Institute for Economic Re-

search, an Omaha-based think tank. 

He found that Nebraska’s average price 

for electricity is the third-lowest in the 

region, but rates grew at a much faster 

pace than neighboring states’ rates be-

tween 2007 and 2013. 

The report said the state’s ability to 

control future rate increases is threat-

ened by the Environmental Protection 

Agency’s Clean Power Plan regulations. 

Those rules target coal power plants, 

which produce about one-third of the 

nation’s carbon dioxide, a greenhouse 

gas linked to climate change. As such, 

the rules would have a greater impact 

on Nebraska than on other states be-

cause of the state’s heavy reliance on 

coal to produce electricity. 

 

Nebraska’s goal under the regulations 

— to cut carbon dioxide 40 percent by 

2030 — represents the highest hurdle 

in the nation, the Platte Institute said. 

The national target is a 32 percent re-

duction compared with 2005 levels. 

However, Mark Becker, a spokesman 

for the Nebraska Public Power District, 

called the report’s assumptions about 

the impact of the EPA rules “superficial 

and premature.” 

He said the costs can’t be known until 

Nebraska develops its reduction plan. 

He also said NPPD already has been 

working to cut its carbon footprint. 

In the report, Goss said the state’s utili-

ties could better handle the costs of 

complying with the regulations if they 

were no longer public and were taken 

over by larger private utilities. 

Nebraska is the only state that gets vir-

tually all of its electricity from public 

utilities rather than privately owned 

power companies. 

The state joined 23 other states in filing 

a legal challenge to the EPA plan in Oc-

tober. 

 

Posted on www.omaha.com, December 29, 2015 

Nebraska’s energy costs low 



 Hydroelectric power has come under recent 

criticism by some in the environmental community, 

to prevent passage of bipartisan legislation aimed at 

speeding up the review process for licensing new hy-

droelectric projects. These opponents view the hy-

droelectric licensing process as the means by which 

to forestall the construction of any new dams. Unfor-

tunately, the very reasons they give for opposing this 

legislation are exactly the reasons this country needs 

additional hydroelectric power. 

 Some of these opponents have argued that 
electricity generated at dams is not "green" because 

it impacts land use, fish and wildlife, and local econ-
omies. Without ever defining the term "green," op-
ponents are usually willing to acknowledge that hy-

droelectric generation is clean, renewable, and non-
carbon emitting, and superior to some other forms 

of electric generation. 

 Dams provide multiple benefits that can in-

clude flood control, recreation, irrigation, navigation, 

municipal and industrial water, and, yes, hydroelec-

tric generation. This multi-purpose aspect to building 

and operating dams is critical not only to the reasons 

dams are constructed, but also to the value they pro-

vide. 

 The flood damage prevented from the Pick-

Sloan Missouri Basin Program dams versus the pre-

dam era are estimated to exceed $1 billion/year in 

today's dollars. Tonnage transported on the Missouri 

River from Sioux Falls to St. Louis went from 51,000 in 

1951 to 3,261,000 in 1979. Lands irrigated by this 

project produce crops with a gross value of over $200 

million. The almost 3,000 mega-watts of hydroelec-

tric generating capacity not only prevented the need 

to construct an equal amount of thermal generation, 

but also allows for the integration into the grid of 

thousands of mega-watts of wind and solar genera-

tion. And more people recreate at Corps of Engineers' 

facilities than at all of our national parks combined. 

 Construction and operation of dams definite-

ly have fish and wildlife, land use, and societal im-

pacts. Yet, electric ratepayers and the federal gov-

ernment have invested billions of dollars in mitiga-

tion, dam modifications, and fish and wildlife pro-

jects to diminish for the dams' impacts. 

 Finally, hydroelectric opponents appear to ig-

nore the fact that all electric generation systems have 

environmental impacts. Even the intermittent renew-

able wind and solar projects have significant land use, 

visual, and wildlife impacts, to say nothing of the 

thermal generation necessary to integrate wind and 

solar into the grid. The Minneapolis StarTribune's arti-

cle last year (http://www.startribune.com/emergin2-

solar-plants-scorch-birds-in-mid-air/271624061/ ) is 

an excellent description of a severe environmental 

impact from a "green" resource. 

 The current hydro licensing process is broken; 

it can take 10 years or more to obtain a federal li-

cense for a new hydroelectric facility. Two bills cur-

rently before Congress, H.R. 8 and S. 2012, would 

make rational changes to the hydro licensing process 

while maintaining the important environmental safe-

guards in the present licensing process. 

 With the current concern about carbon-

based generation and the need to integrate addi-

tional intermittent renewable resources into the 

electric grid, taking aim at a clean, renewable, 

non-carbon emitting resource like hydropower 

stands the whole concept of "green" on its head.  

 Please contact your U.S. Senators and 

Representatives and ask them to support H.R. 

8 and S. 2012 to remove barriers to the devel-

opment of additional hydroelectric power. 

Hydroelectric Power — Clean, Green, and  Renewable 
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Save energy with little effort 
 

It doesn’t take much time or money to reap the benefits of a more energy-efficient home. Here are sev-
en ways you can save energy with little effort and less money: 

 
1. Caulk and weather-strip around windows and doors, where even the tiniest gaps or cracks can let 

your heated or air-conditioned air outside and the outdoor air in. Using materials you can pick up at a hardware 
or home store, you can plug these energy-wasting leaks and save up to 20 percent on heating and cooling bills. 
An extra benefit: Your home will feel more comfortable because it will be less drafty and the air will be condi-
tioned more evenly. 

 
2. Turn off lights, fans and the TV when you leave the room, and unplug everything you can before 

you leave the house for an extended time like a weekend away. Turning off your electric devices saves energy, 
and unplugging them—even if they were already turned off—saves even more because it prevents them from 
using “standby power.” 

 
3. Check your attic insulation. You might have plenty up there, but if it’s sagging away from the sur-

faces it’s supposed to touch, it’s not doing you any good. A properly insulated attic can save you up to 20 per-
cent on heating and cooling bills. 

 
4. Wash your clothes in cold water; they’ll get just as clean as if you use warm water. Also, select the 

“energy saver” and “no heated dry” options on your dishwasher. 
 
5. Change any remaining incandescent light bulbs in table lamps or overhead light fixtures to compact 

fluorescent bulbs. CFLs use at least 30 percent less energy than traditional bulbs. 
 
6. Install a programmable thermostat and tell it to turn the temperature down a few degrees in the win-

ter and up a bit in the summer in the morning after everyone leaves the house for the day. You could save 10 
percent on heating and cooling bills. 

 
7. When it’s time to replace an appliance, buy a new one with the Energy Star label. Savings: up to 30 

percent on the electricity it takes to run the appliance. 
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      The Load Management informational letter was mailed in January. Owners and operators of irriga-

tion accounts should have received this letter outlining the guidelines for Load Management.  

We will be changing out the load control switches that were used in the past. The previous switches were 

operated via a radio signal and limited to Box Butte County. The new switches will be operated via the TWACS sys-

tem. The TWACS system reads meters on PREMAΩs system. All irrigation accounts that receive the TWACS signal, 

will be eligible to participate in Load Management. 

If you have not received the Load Management letter or have questions, please call the office at  

308-762-1311. 

Notices 

We are looking for the following individualΩs current addresses: 

 

 

 

If you, or anyone you know has any current information, please contact PREMA at 762-1311.  Thank you. 

REMINDER 

If you will be making any changes in your irrigation, such as rentals, leasing, etc., it is important to make 

PREMA aware of these changes so the appropriate name and address can get billed correctly.    

Please contact Janet at our office 308-762-1311.  Thank you. 

Esther Boots Donald Chick Jim Epperson Fred Fritzler 

Leo  J. Frohman Opal Johnson Lloyd Lenz Richard Loomis 

CJ Marsh MM Ressegieu Jack Sampson Terry Trenkle 


